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I am pleased to welcome our new Members who have joined in the last month namely:
James Council, Malcolm Jones, Carole Jones and John Smith. We all hope you enjoy your membership and the sport of bowls.

The season is in full flow and everything can be quite hectic at times but so far so good, our green is in good condition, the clubhouse is fully operational and the players and teams are hopefully enjoying their bowls.

We have hosted several regional events for the Regional Ladies bowls association which have been well received by the players and organisers with soe very good bowls being played appreciated by all that came to watch. Just one small drawback was the postponement of the Semi-Final for one tournament due to the extreme heat on the day. But enough was enough on that particular scorcher of a day. 


How the season is going so far!

All our teams are now actively engaged in matches and the following table shows the latest stats for matches played.

	League
	Played
	Won
	Drawn
	Lost
	Points
	Position

	Whitchurch (Triples)
	12
	8
	0
	4
	36
	4th

	Stan Hardman (Triples)
	11
	2
	0
	9
	24
	8th

	BDBA (Men’s 4s-2woods)
	10
	3
	0
	7
	16
	8th

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Friendlies
	7
	X
	X
	X
	Not applicable
	Not applicable




As you can see a mixed bag in terms of league achievement so far.
The Whitchurch Team are doing well at the top end of their League where only a handful of points covers the top 4 teams, so one good evening of results could see them right back in contention for the top places again.

The Stan Hardman and BDBA teams are showing their strength in supporting the other 7 teams in their 8 club leagues! 

Friendlies, unfortunately 3 matches had to be cancelled, 2 due to clashes with Top Club games and one due to the excessive heat. I don’t have a breakdown of wins and losses but as this is not the main driver for these matches it Is not an issue. Still these have continued to be enjoyable matches which have seen more newcomers to the sport and our club being introduced to competitive matches and showing great promise as well. These games are the ideal environment for trial and error in putting in to practice all those elements you were told about by the coaches and other players and thus honing your skills and understanding of bowls. 


External Competitions

The men’s Top Club team went out at the Quarter-Final stage losing away at Waverly (Southsea) and the Mixed team also went out of their competition last month.

Our Golden Girls pairing of Terri Beech and Linda Habberfield made it all the way to the Hampshire Area North final last week at Hook, where they unfortunately lost to a pair from Oakley. 

In the men’s Pairs the Alton pairing of Paul Schofield and David Sims made it to the Area North final, also at Hook last week, where they beat the pairing from Cove to become Area champions. 

Known Matches coming up over the next month

[bookmark: _Hlk204455997]02nd August : County Pairs Quarter-Final - David Sims and David Sluter 10:00am – (Away at Bannister Park)
                          If morning match successful  : County Pairs Semi-Final at 2pm!
05th August : BDBA Fours Quarter-Final  at Alton on Tuesday, 5th August – Our team led vy Paul Schofield 
07th August : Whitchurch Mixed Pairs Semi-Final – Linda Habberfield & Paul Schofield – (Away B’stoke Town) 
10th August : Semi-Final of the BDBA OpenTriples - David Sluter, John B and Anthony L – (Away at Oakley) 


Your Club needs YOU!  

We have several key administrative roles that need someone to fill them. These are:
1) Match /Fixture Secretary  - key aspect is liaising with the Clubs we play Friendlies against and agreeing the dates for next years matches with them. Usually alternating locations, so one year Home and the next Away and so on. Once these agreed then agreeing with the Committee the Club Event dates for the year. 
Once the Leagues issue their playing schedules for our teams the Match Secretary pulls this all together and is responsible for producing the Fixture Card for the coming season. This role needs to be filled as soon as possible so that contact with the Match/Fixture Secretaries at the other clubs can be started before all focus shifts to indoor bowls.

2) Competition Secretary –a  key aspect is co-ordinating the submission of entries into the various external Competitions that Club members decide to enter. A lot of this is on-line and so a degree of IT literacy would be helpful. 
This role needs to be filled by the end of October as the work proper generally starts in November.

Please contact Linda Habberfield if you are interested in taking on either of these roles. Both roles are Committee member roles.



MAINTAINING THE CLUB
The Green		
Undoubtedly the most important task in the club is maintenance of the green, without the green there would be no bowling.  Our dedicated green team mows twice a week, but also spikes, scarifies, verticuts, sprays with fertiliser, moss treatment, weedkiller, and importantly waters the green according to weather requirements.   This work continues right through the year, including through the winter, to ensure the green is ready for the start of the new season.
The current team of helpers who are doing a magnificent job consists of Bernard (Green Master!), Terri, Geraldine, Mike Hannan, Mike Crayford-West, David Sluter, Robin Morgan and Rob Oliver. Sincere thanks to each of them for their efforts because without them we would have no green to bowl on. That said there is always room for more assistance, as the saying goes “Many hands make light work”, and with holidays to cover, etc. they are looking for members to join them for a couple of hours once or twice a week, as suits.

If you can help with this, (no prior experience necessary as training will be provided), please speak to Bernard or any one of the team members and put your name forward. It can be challenging, especially when the ravenous rooks descend but it is also very satisfying, especially when others appreciate the result of your efforts.

The Borders and Bushes
We are also lucky to have a number of keen gardeners who look after the borders around the Green and the pots in front of the Clubhouse. If anyone is interested in getting involved with these activities then please speak with a committee member to 

We also have Richard Bicknel to thank for keeping the shrubs and bushes in check throughout the year.

The Clubhouse
We are looking to continually improve matters around the club and keep it in good working order and looking presentable and somewhere we are all happy to use and socialise in and where we feel proud to welcome guests, etc. To this end we have a small team of volunteers who, on a rota basis, come together to carryout basic household tasks and generally looking after the place. Normally, two or three volunteers will carryout the task together once a week during the playing season, so it doesn’t take up too much time, but it does make a tremendous difference.

This is a small team and we are always looking for other volunteers to join in on a rota basis. With the right numbers this may only entail an hour or two once a month during the playing season per person. So, if this is something you feel you could help with, please add your name to the list on the notice board and someone will be in touch.


Bowls Etiquette
Like all aspects of life there is a recognised etiquette which players and supporters are expected to follow when matches are in play, be it a friendly or competitive one. Most of it is common sense and is driven by a desire to be considerate to all, but particularly to the players in action. 
There have been a couple of occasions recently where players have been distracted by individuals off the green, e.g. people moving about across the end of a rink as someone is about to bowl towards it – just like someone moving across a cricket sight screen behind a bowler running in!
We do have a notice in the club house which clearly sets out the expected etiquette we should all be following. If you haven’t already done so, please have a read of this and follow the guidance in it, for the enjoyment of all.



Club Kit and bowls equipment
Terri Beech is the lady in charge of Club Shirts – new and some pre-used and she is the person to speak with if you need a new shirt.

We have been fortunate to have had a good influx of new members this summer, most of whom are likely to be in the market for essential equipment at reasonable costs. New bowls equipment can be expensive and at times we have bowls and bags donated by retiring members or sometimes someone just decides to have a change and purchases new equipment and is then open to selling their ‘old’ kit at a reasonable price to other members. 

Putting the two parties together seems a simple enough idea that should benefit both sides. So, as a trial initially, we will have a ‘Wanted – For Sale’ sheet put up on a notice board where members can (A) advertise kit they wish to dispose of – bowls and bags, etc. and (B) those looking for kit can record any particular items they are looking for. Simply indicate what the items are, expected price, your name and contact phone number. Find who wants what you have/has what you want and contact them. Simples!!
No charge for the service but if a seller wants to make a donation to club funds it will always be gratefully received!


Internal Communications across the club 

We haven’t got the Club wide What’s App group going yet but hopefully will soon.

In the meantime, we now have the weekly ‘Whats On’ notice which is aimed at keeping you all informed about matches being played at and/or by Club embers over the coming week. Hopefully this will encourage more members to come along and support our teams and have a social time together as well and for new members it is a time to get to know each other. Many thanks for the feedback on this communication tool.

Dates for your Diary
Saturday, 9th August – Presidents Day – – please see the note from Linda/Eric regarding this day, a must for all members

Sat/Sun-23rd-24th August – Club Competitions Finals Weekend – always a good weekend!

Saturday 30th  August – Quiz Night – exercise those little grey cells as Poirot would say with Raffle
   (bar open, bring your own nibbles, teams of 6-8, come with a team or just turn up and make up a table)



***************

Thank you for reading this and we hope that you have found it to be of interest and informative. Please do let us have your feedback on all aspects of this newsletter and what you would like to see in it going forward. After all, this is intended for your benefit as members


Roll up sessions: Monday 2-4pm & Thursday 2-4pm
Roll up and Coaching session: Saturday 10am-12 noon
Club night - practice and games: Tuesday from 6.30pm
Look on the blackboard for games to support / bar open😊 and check our facebook page/website for further details
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